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Committee of Inquiry on the Protection of Animals during Transport 

 

Written questions to Dr Florin Beteg 
- Universitatea de Stiinte Agricole si Medicina Veterinara - 

Public Hearing on Long distance transports of live animals to Third Countries: Checks and 
issues in the Third Countries 

 

Carmen 
AVRAM 
(S&D) 

1. In your capacity as veterinarian, did you exchange views with homologues from third countries regarding best practice for animal 
welfare during transport? 

2. Have you ever taken into consideration. with colleagues from third countries. the possibility of setting up an international professional 
body of veterinarians, with a uniform approach towards animal welfare during transport, in order to come up with a common set of 
guidelines to be implemented from the moment a transport leaves the EU and reaches its final destination in the third country? If not, 
would such a solution be feasible in order to have access more easily to what is going on with the live animals during transport outside 
the EU? 

ANSWERS 1. I had exchange views with homologues from third countries just occasionally. 
2. -Setting up an international professional body of veterinarians for sure will improve the tracking of the animals conditions  

  during transport, but will not absolutely resolve the issues. 
-A  solution  feasible in order to have easier access  to what is going on with the live animals during transport outside the EU is to 
strictly implement and to track the rules(there are already exist) regarding welfare and health(I will details and explain them in my 
speech) 

 
 

 
 
  

 QUESTIONS FROM S & D 
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QUESTIONS Under Article 14 of Regulation 1/2005 organisers must submit a journey log which is realistic and indicates that the provisions of Regulation 
1/2005 will be complied with, including for the stages of the journey which are to take place in the territory of non-EU countries (see final 
paragraph of the Court’s judgment). The organiser must demonstrate that they have taken the weather conditions into account. 
 
Where, under Regulation 1/2005, the transport needs to stop at a control post in a non-EU country to enable animals to be given feed, water 
and 24 hours rest, the organiser must identify a place for the stop which either is a control post or provides facilities equivalent to those of an 
EU approved control post ( paragraph 54/55 of the Court’s judgment). 
 
However, it appears that neither the Commission nor most MS have reliable data of resting points outside of EU. In order to ensure practical 
implementation of the Court ruling, it is therefore recommended by the Animal Welfare Platform that, where the organiser has not previously 
used that place, he or his representative must visit the place before submitting a journey log, to ensure that it provides facilities equivalent to 
those required by Council Regulation on control posts. 
 

1. What data is available to verify the compliance of those stages of a journey outside of the EU? Which sources? 

2. Is this pre-journey inspection a common way that animal transports outside EU are carried out? Are transport organisers able to 

undertake this?  

3. If not, on what basis and on what information do competent authorities currently validate journey log approvals, if information on 

required control posts is missing? 

ANSWERS 1. Data on the stages of a trip outside the EU should be available as an original document (completed step by step) at the destination to 
verify compliance with EU regulations and to be returned to the EU Issuing Authority(as a copy). The source of these data is 
represented by the primary documents (Journey log, Veterinary Health Certificate). 
 

2. -By my knowledge  pre-journey inspection is compulsory and a common way to check the animals before loading. 
- The pre-journey inspection are performed by the Official veterinarian with  transport organisers representant. 

        3.   -The journey log currently must be available for approvals by the competent authorities to validate them at destination. 
 -Due to the fact is live animals(to avoid unjustified prolongated suffering), when documents are missing, the reception is need to be      

made  by an Official veterinarian  with and local authority, and later on the documents to be clarified. 
- If there are  serious discrepancies in documents or clinical signs of animals being affected by contagious diseases, animals could be 

kept in isolation or quarantine until the legal issues will be clarified. 
 

 

 QUESTIONS FROM GREENS / EFA 
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QUESTIONS 1. How do you assess the animal welfare conditions transport on ship until arrival in Beirut or Bahrain?  

2. Do you have knowledge about the state conditions of the animals at their point arrival? Is this checked by any authority? 

ANSWERS 1. The assessment of the  animal welfare conditions transport on ship until arrival, currently, accordingly with the professional attributes 
are performing by the veterinarian. In consequence this assessment will be made by a veterinarian or an animal protection officerwith 
the mention in case one of this professionals are included in the  vessels crew.) 

2. By my knowledge, officially, at destination the Veterinary national authority  by regional or local vet department are assessing the 
animals conditions at arrival and at unloading. 

QUESTIONS 1. How often do you observe that animals are transported over 30C?  

2. What are your observation concerning ports?  

3. How cooperative is the police and the national customs and nat. veterinarians?  

4. What documentation do you have to evidence this? 

ANSWERS 1. Heat stress  is one of the  main issues( during the warm seasons. I am seeing often loads of live animals during summer when outside 
is over 30o, but I assume the climatization system is on. 

2. In a port a few official veterinarians have to deal with a lot of drivers and  not everything is according to Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 
(ship in bad condition, delays...). Often there are two option for them „look away” or „stop the transport”. Drivers on the other hand 
often have strict orders from the organisers of the journey. If one consignments will be delayed all the other consignments also have 
to wait. 

3. Animal welfare issues at the borders are almost always a secondary effect of administrative problems (visa, health certificates, licences, 
etc.) and because of long waiting times and a lack of facilities animal welfare problems appear. All these issues of animal welfare should 
be reduce by a better synchronization between vet/police/customs officer. 

4. EPRS(European Parliamentary Research Service)- Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 on the protection of animals during transport and related 
operations , 2018. 
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QUESTIONS 
 

Export of animals to third countries 
1. Export transports of animals to non-EU countries regularly violate EU law with EU animal welfare requirements regularly being ignored 

and thus causing enormous suffering to the animals. However, veterinary authorities still approve animal transports despite unrealistic 

route planning, incomplete journey logs and transport conditions contrary to animal welfare.  In your opinion, how full enforcement of 

the Regulation could be ensured outside of the EU? 

2. How is it possible that those responsible for such illegal transports, both economic operators and authority representatives, have been 

able to operate in this way for years and still continue to do so, apparently without any consequences?  

Ruling of the ECJ regarding live animal transport  
3. The requirement of the European Court of Justice Decision C-424 is saying that the entire journey should be compliant until the final 

destination makes it clear that the Regulation (EC) 1/2005  is presently not enforceable during exports to third countries and thus 

competent authorities should not authorize these journeys. Could you elaborate how to enforce the ruling and what are alternatives to 

live animal exports? 

Data collection on animals’ health and mortality during transport 
4. To your knowledge, do certain importing third countries send back to the authorities of the Member States information or reports on 

the state of health of the animals or their mortality on arrival at the port of destination? If so, who are these data sent to, and who 

collects them? 

 
ANSWERS 1. The trading market with the third countries is important for EU, for this reason this market must be continuously developed and 

expanded, but  without any compromise regarding animal welfare during transports.  

The full enforcement of the Regulation could be ensured outside of the EU by applying(in the worst case scenario) exactly the same 

specific measure like for EU state members accordingly with COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No 1/2005 Article 26, especially 4(c) „ 

suspend or withdraw the authorisation of the transporter or the certificate of approval of the means of transport concerned ” 

2. „such illegal transporters” ....„operate in this way for years and still continue to do so” because the measures to prevent their 

recurrence are insignificant , and in time the effect and recording of this measures are lost. Because the welfare of the live animals 

during transports are primordially, the sanctions for the responsible ones  must be immediate, not just prevention(like the Article 26 

4(a) and (b).) but without jeopardizing compliance with the commercial contract, in accordance with the agreement. 

3. Insufficient exchange of information between competent authorities  from EU states and authorities from third countries leads to 

inadequate enforcement of Community legislation for the protection of animals during transport. Accordingly, it is necessary to set 

up specific measures that to be included in Eu agreements with every specific third country. 

QUESTIONS FROM THE LEFT 
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- An alternative to live animal transport is to send meat(flesh) as carcases, semi-prepared products or meat specialities( with respect 

to religious slaughtering) 

 
14 http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&num=C-424/13&td=ALL 

4.  The scientific literature about transport of live animals in the EU is limited and inexistent from  importing third countries. There are a 

few articles about policy options, a few articles about impact of management and loading density on animal welfare and impact of 

training, education and certification on animal welfare. 

 
 


